
the no. 1 school system in the 
world. 

 

A father’s concern for his son 
and daughter’s future under-
lies Yorktown Education’s 
founding.  Founder Randall 
Reiners was reviewing the 
educational options for his 
son and made several sur-
prising discoveries: 

· The U.S. education sys-
tem has fallen from no. 1 
to no. 28 out of 40 coun-
tries worldwide 

· Private schools teach the 
same subjects as do 
public schools 

· Private schools use the 
same instructional meth-
ods as do public schools 

· Private schools pay 
teachers the same 
amount as do public 
schools 

· Private schools have ten 
times the college accep-
tance rate of public 
schools 

· Traditional schooling is 
causing us to fall behind 
the rest of the world 

In spite of this, the most sur-
prising discovery was that the 
“American system” was de-
vised over 100 years ago for 
a different world and a differ-
ent economy.  It was de-
signed to educate nineteenth-
century farmers—right down 
to the school year and daily 
times for schools. 

Reiners decided to devise a 
new school system for today’s 
children using the most mod-
ern knowledge and methods 
available.  The last complete 
school system overhaul was 
in Finland 30 years ago—now 
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Yorktown prepares our chil-
dren to thrive and prosper in a 
modern free-market world. 

This means our graduates will 
have all the skills necessary 
to have the freedom and the 
ability to choose to do what-
ever they wish when they are 
adults. 

Yorktown uses a more com-

plete and up-to-date curricu-
lum than the traditional Ameri-
can system.  Yorktown also 
uses a mastery-based system 
that requires students to learn 
course material. 

All students are individuals 
with different skills and apti-
tudes; therefore, Yorktown 
customizes each student’s 
education to fit his or her 

needs.  This accelerates each 
student’s learning, reduces 
boredom, and improves re-
tention. 

Students are happier learning 
at their own accelerated pace 
with Yorktown Education. 
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· Meet the Yorktown 

faculty 

· Read about student 
activities and pro-
gress 

· Hear what parents 
and students have 
to say about York-
town�

Yorktown is now open and currently enrolling studen ts! October 2008 Volume 1, Issue 1 
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Students join hands to form the 
Yorktown Star. 



Yorktown seeks the best teachers and rewards them with the highest pay.  Almost fifty percent 
of compensation is incentive pay based on student achievement.  Teachers can change cur-
riculum and methods to suit each student.  Prior to Yorktown, access to these teachers cost 
over $20,000 per year. 

Our teachers are subject experts with a proven ability to relate to students and teach in a one-
on-one manner.  Athletics also runs deep at the school.  Sixty percent of staff members have 
been elite NCAA Division I athletes, including an NFL football player and a nine-time national 
swimming champion. 

Ms. Brooks has: 

· Master’s and Bachelor’s 
degrees in English with A 
averages 

· Done medical research at 
Yale’s Gene Therapy Lab 

· Been an instructor at the 
Institute of Reading De-
velopment 

· Received the Big Ten 

 Scholar-Athlete Award 

· Been a US Master’s 
Swimming National 
Champion and ranked 
no. 1 in the world 

· Recently taught for five 
years at The Hockaday 
School, where she re-
ceived the teacher of the 
year award 
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Mrs. Mayberry has: 

· Master’s and Bachelor’s 
degrees in mathematics 
with A averages 

· Taught at three universi-
ties, including SMU 

· Taught AP Calculus and 
Computer Science 

· Nine years teaching ex-
perience 

· Recently taught for five 
years at the prestigious 
Hockaday School, by 
many accounts the no. 1 
school in Texas 

· Graded and advised the 
College Board on their 
Advanced Placement 
exams 
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“Prior to 

Yorktown, 

access to these 

teachers cost 

over $20,000 

per year.” 
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 Mr. Harston has: 

· Been teaching three 
years in individual 
planned programs 

· A bachelor’s degree in 
Education psychology 

· A teaching certificate in 
science 

· Played in the NFL  

· Played four years for the 
University of Minnesota 
on a full scholarship 

· Earned four college bowl 
appearances 

· Been named a University 
of Minnesota Scholar 
Athlete 

· Pursuing his Master’s 
degree in science 



Projects included: 

· A presentation surveying 
art movements leading to 
the Impressionist period 
with a brief social over-
view of each era 

· A presentation project on 
the impact of the Indus-
trial Revolution on living 
standards 

· A presentation on the 
impact of global warming 
and climate measurement 

The Impressionist Project is 
an example of a school wide 
project involving all students; 
it centered on the Chicago Art 
Institute’s Impressionist ex-
hibit on loan to the Kimbell 
Museum in Fort Worth.  All 
students started by painting 
their own paintings.  These 
now adorn the school walls.  
The lesson covered the basics 
of painting.  Each student was 
then assigned a project ac-
cording to his or her age and 
experience. 

as reflected in Impres-
sionist artwork 

These projects developed the 
students’ presentation skills, 
especially their verbal commu-
nication skills, professional-
ism, and poise. 

The school embarked on a 
field trip to the Kimbell’s Im-
pressionist exhibit.  Students 
received many compliments 
from museum staff on their 
knowledge and behavior. 
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coursework, students have 
studied the Impressionist 
painters of the nineteenth 
century, begun reading Jared 
Diamond’s Pulitzer Prize win-
ning Guns, Germs, and Steel, 
and discussed such relevant 
contemporary issues as the 
impact of religion on world 
development.  The quality and 
quantity of work performed by 
Yorktown students thus far is 
well beyond that of a tradi-
tional school. 

Yorktown faculty have also 
introduced students to many 

practical “real-life” skills such 
as entering a room with confi-
dence, greeting people with 
courtesy—even how far to 
stand and sit from others to 
elicit different social effects.  
Yorktown makes school fun 
and inculcates students with 
practical and social skills. 

Read on for more about the 
kids’ October activities. 

The first month of Yorktown’s 
school year has been busy 
and exciting.  Though our 
students range in age from 
eleven to seventeen and 
come from different parts of 
the DFW area, they have 
bonded as a group in their first 
few weeks.  They now share a 
great sense of community, 
evident in cooperative efforts 
such as selecting a school 
mascot, writing a school song, 
and choreographing a school 
dance. 

In addition to their regular 
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“The quality 

and quantity of 

work performed 

by Yorktown 

students thus 

far is well 

beyond that of 

a traditional 

school.” 
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 Ms. Lee has: 

· A Master’s degree with 
an A average 

· Over twenty years experi-
ence in education 

· Twelve years experience 
as a teacher 

· Three years as an assis-
tant principal of a large 

       public school 

· Been a principal in a 
large public school 

· Been director of the pres-
tigious John Knox School 

· Two children who will 
attend Yorktown Educa-
tion 

Claude Monet’s Water Lily 
Pond. 



The first major World Context 
assignment has been Guns, 
Germs, and Steel.  This 
course is based on the Pulit-
zer Prize winning book of the 
same name.  This book cov-
ers the basic history of the 
world and man’s economic 
development.  It is an excel-
lent framework to understand 
world history, politics, and 
other major world issues like 
military impacts on society. 

Faculty strove, with the book, 
to evaluate students’ capacity 

for textual learning and inte-
grating new and abstract con-
cepts.  Many parents re-
marked that the work was 
college-level material.  Fac-
ulty found that eighty percent 
of Yorktown students are ca-
pable of reading and process-
ing the material independently 
and that all are capable of 
understanding and discussing 
the material with faculty guid-
ance.   

For chapters 1-10, students 
submitted PowerPoint presen-

tations which included a sum-
mary, three major points, and 
three important and interest-
ing facts per chapter.  For 
chapters 11-14, students sub-
mitted reading journals and 
wrote on one of two topics: 
the Spanish influenza of 1918 
or the biological arms race 
between human beings and 
pathogens.  For the remain-
der of the course, students 
will continue to submit reading 
journals and will, for their final 
project, outline the history of a 
fictional “chiefdom” or “state.” 

· Spelling and vocabulary 
skills by playing Scrabble 

· Reading recognition and 
comprehension by play-
ing Catch Phrase 

· General knowledge of 
history and culture by 
playing Trivial Pursuit 

· Recognition and under-
standing of capital invest-
ment by playing Monop-
oly 

· Awareness of symbolism 
and its effect on culture 
and peoples’ reactions to 
symbols by devising a 
school mascot 

· School song and dance 

All students were, or are still, 
undergoing assessments for 
their complete academic 
backgrounds.  This has been 
done in a variety of ways.  
The most obvious is the ex-
tensive online testing of all 
students through the material 
they should have learned 
from previous school work.   

Faculty also tested the stu-
dents in simulated real-life 
applications of knowledge 
through gaming.  While stu-
dents had fun, faculty got to 
see how well they know vari-
ous concepts and how to ap-
ply them.  Some examples of 
“testing as fun” include: 

that brought students 
closer together and 
helped instill a culture of 
mutual support 

· Introductory speeches to 
check students’ self-
confidence, presence, 
and self-awareness 

· Ability to read people and 
assess risks and statisti-
cal possibilities in a simu-
lated poker tournament 

· Learned how to manage 
a project from idea to 
procurement and execu-
tion by selecting the ac-
tivities for and decorating 
the student recreation 
room 
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ment in differing economic 
systems.  It also covered how 
religion impacts these devel-
opments and various individu-
als throughout history.  In 
addition, the class discussed 
the misuse of religion, using 

infamous events like Jones-
town and the Spanish Inquisi-
tion as examples, and how 
these episodes relate to the 
world’s current sociopolitical 
situation. 

Our founder led a two-hour 
discussion on the causes and 
impacts of the 9/11 attacks.  
Students and faculty linked 
these to historical events such 
as Pearl Harbor and explored 
the issues of cultural develop-
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“[Guns, Germs, 

and Steel] is an 

excellent 

framework to 

understand 

world history, 

politics, and 

other major 

world issues.” 

Jared Dia-
mond’s Pulitzer 
Prize winning 
Guns, Germs, 
and Steel. 



Students have also begun their 
regular coursework in mathe-
matics, science, and English.  
Some students are moving 
along much more rapidly than 
they would in a traditional 

school.  They are averaging 
twice the speed of traditional 
education with “A” quality work. 

A few students have already 
moved ahead of their school 

level in specific subjects like 
mathematics.  The academic 
system is working even better 
than anticipated! 
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“[Students] are 

averaging twice 

the speed of 

traditional 

education with 

“A” quality 

work.” 
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“She’s enjoying school this year, and we really appreciate the flexibility.” 

“This is the school we always dreamed about.” 

“I cannot believe how fast my son is learning now.” 

“I am surprised my boys have improved their behavior so quickly.” 

“I love how easy it is to learn and all the fun we have at Yorktown.” 

“At Yorktown teachers are in charge but kids have a say.” 

“Yorktown’s schooltown.net is just like MySpace for school.” 

“We can chew gum and use iPods and the dress code is awesome.” 



at (972) 516-3851. 

We want everyone to know 
about Yorktown, and that 
begins with an information 
session.  If you would like to 
schedule a session to hear 
more about our outstanding 
education program, please 
call Admissions Director Liz 
Lee at (972) 516-3851.  
Schedule your session be-
tween now and October 31 
and your name will be en-
tered in a drawing for a new 
laptop computer that your 
student will use in the York-
town learning center.  
What’s more, all students 
who enroll by October 31 
will benefit from a two-year 
freeze on their tuition.  York-

The word is out, and enroll-
ment is up!  We have added 
new students since opening 
our doors September 2, and 
we look forward to filling our 
first campus.  Information 
sessions are being held 
each week to spread the 
word about the unique York-
town program. 

Also, parents may purchase 
their Yorktown member-
ships now to secure their 
student’s spot for the 2009-
10 school year.  For more 
information, please visit our 
website and hit the menu 
item “Request an Informa-
tion Session” on the left side 
of the home page or call 
Admissions Director Liz Lee 

town’s tuition is already 
among the lowest in the 
area. 

 

Bank of America Tower 
101 East Park Boulevard 
Suite 600 
Plano, Texas 75074 

Phone: (972)516-3851 
E-mail: info@yorktowned.com 
Website: www.yorktowned.com 
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Educating students for the 
twenty-first century. 

Yorktown school started on September 2! 

The temporary “school house” is in the Bank of 
America Tower, on the northeast corner of Park 
Boulevard and Highway 75 in Plano. 

Our company offices are on the sixth floor and the 
first education sessions are in the specially built 
classroom on the same floor.  The recreation cen-
ter is also there. 

Leases and permits are in process for permanent 
locations nearby and in Addison. 
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Students and faculty at the 
Kimbell Museum’s Impression-
ist Exhibit. 
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Yorktown Education will open its first Lower School  in Plano in September 2009.  The Lower School will house students aged five to 
eleven and will prepare students for the rigorous curriculum of the Yorktown Upper School.  Purchase your membership  now and 
enjoy a two-year freeze on your student’s tuition.  For more information please call Admissions Director Liz Lee at (972) 516-3851. 


