
Finally, students and faculty 
alike were buoyed by our 
move from the sixth-floor con-
ference room to a larger, first-
floor conference suite.  The 
suite is equipped with a 
kitchen, a recreation room, a 
lobby, and a bright and airy 
learning center bordered with 
trees. 

We hope you’ll take the time 
to read about these exciting 
developments as well as our 
future plans in the pages 
ahead. 

 

Yorktown students ushered in 
the new year with characteris-
tic diligence and enthusiasm.  
The faculty were especially 
pleased with the great strides 
students made in their 
courses.  Students leaped 
ahead in and, in some cases, 
finished the courses they’d 
been working on at year’s 
end. 

Faculty continue to supple-
ment students’ online course-
work with daily activities such 
as composition lessons, logi-
cal reasoning problems, sci-
ence experiments, and team 
building exercises.  On Febru-
ary 9 two teams of Yorktown 
students began investing in 
the stock market—part of the 
national “Stock Market 
Game.”  “Fun Fridays” have 
included a student-planned 
holiday party, a community-
service outing to McKinney’s 
Samaritan Inn, a question-
and-answer session by Gear 

Box Senior Producer Aaron 
Thibault, an academic de-
cathlon, and a trip to a local 
bowling alley. 

The faculty and administration 
are also pleased to announce 
the addition of several new 
students to Yorktown; they 
have added a great deal to an 
extraordinary and close-knit 
group of young men and 
women.  You can read about 
our new students in the 
“Students’ Corner” on pages 
2 and 3. 
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· Read the work of 

Yorktown journalists 

· See what’s coming 
in March and April! 

· Check out student 
artwork: advertise-
ments, cartoons, 
and games 
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Yorktown students participate in a classroom discussion. 



required to have invested in at 
least five different companies 
in five different industries.  

Students were divided in to 
two “teams,” each of which 
started with a virtual cash 
amount of $100,000. Winners 
are determined on the basis 
of equity or percent return 
above S&P 500 growth.  

On February 9, we invested in 
the stock market for the first 
time. The project is meant to 
teach us real life skills about 

On January 29, ten students 
at Yorktown including myself 
became a part of the Stock 
Market Game. For the next 
two weeks Ms. Brooks, our 
advisor, taught us all about 
stocks and how companies’ 
stocks work. We began to 
research the stocks that we 
would be buying. The game 
requires students to buy at 
least 100 shares of an Ameri-
can stock worth more than 
$5.00 per share.  By the end 
of five weeks, each group is 

the stock  market as well as 
leadership, organization, co-
operation, and negotiation. 

The students are currently still 
investing and learning real life 
skills. This may be a game, 
but it is more realistic than 
they realize. It demands time 
out of students’ busy weeks to 
meet and research the stocks. 
When they buy or sell stock, 
they have to vote unani-
mously based upon who in 
their group is present. 
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“This project is 

meant to teach 

us real life skills 

about the stock 

market as well 

as leadership, 

organization, 

cooperation, and 

negotiation.” 
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There’s nothing better than 
community service around 
Christmas time. On Decem-
ber 12th, the students, teach-
ers, and Mrs. Lee and her 
kids went to McKinney to do 
yard work at the Samaritan 
Inn. First the group raked 
leaves and cleaned up the 
flower beds in front of the 
entrance. The group then split 
up into two groups and contin-
ued raking leaves and clean-
ing the grounds. After working 
hard, Yorktown got to take a 
tour of the shelter and learned 
more about the families that 
live there. Toward the end 

everyone left with a paper 
lifesaver that the children at 
the shelter had made.  

“The experiences we had at 
the Samaritan inn helped us 
to understand how grateful we 
need to be. Just 
because a per-
son lives in a 
homeless shel-
ter doesn’t mean 
that they have 
nothing in their 
lives, they just 
tend to be more 
grateful for the 
everyday things 
that they have,” 

said a fellow student, 
Meaghan Miner. The Samari-
tan Inn is the only shelter in 
Collin County. It describes 
itself as a place that does 
whatever it can to try to get 
people’s lives back on track. 
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because it’s easy for him to 
work on laptops.  He wants to 
work with computers when 
he’s older and thought if he 
attended Yorktown he would 
take core courses and learn 
valuable computer skills. 

Elena Lusk  

Elena is a dog person and 
has a half brother named Gus.  
She found out about Yorktown 
when her mom was searching 
for private schools using 
Google.  She likes the envi-
ronment of a small school.  
She doesn’t yet know what 
she wants to be when she 
graduates from college and 
believes attending Yorktown 
will give her choices. 

Exquisite McNeal  

Exquisite has a poodle and a 

German shepherd.  She likes 
working on computers.   She’s 
challenged by the work at 
Yorktown and looks forward to 
progressing in her courses. 
Her favorite part of this school 
is the Recreation Room. 

Julius Ford  

Julius’s favorite season is fall 
because “leaves fall … it’s 
miraculous.”  His favorite sub-
ject at his old school was Biol-
ogy.  He loves Biology at 
Yorktown, too, and is excited 
that he can accomplish twice 
as much as he did at his old 
school. 

Stay tuned for the next is-
sue of our newsletter, when 
Sam interviews our other 
new additions to Yorktown! 

For this story, Yorktown 
journalist Sam Fisher inter-
viewed a handful of his new 
classmates. 

Caleb Flores  

Caleb grew up in California 
and moved to Texas in Sep-
tember 2004.  He wanted to 
go to a different school and 
thought Yorktown would be a 
good fit for him.  When he 
visited he thought the school 
was educationally advanced.  
He now is excited to go here 
and get a head start in school 
and in life. 

Chris Buckner  

Chris’s favorite food at Cici’s 
is the pizza with ”the little sau-
sage things on top.”  When he 
visited Yorktown he thought it 
was a good school for him 
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“The 

experiences we 

had at the 

Samaritan inn 

helped us to 

understand 

how grateful we 

need to be.” 
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Aaron Thibault, a Senior Pro-
ducer from Gearbox, took a 
break from his job to talk to 
the Yorktown students about 
the gaming company he 
works for. His visit was very 
interesting, and the students 
asked many questions and 
learned a lot about gaming 
companies. 

He talked with us about how 
creating games takes a long 
time, at least six months to a 
year, and it could also take up 
to three years to create a 
game. He also told us that it 
does not take the whole com-
pany to create one game. The 
company is split up into many 

teams and each team has its 
own project that it works on. 

There are 
many people 
who work for 
Gearbox, 
and the ages 
of the work-
ers have a 
large range. 
Mr. Thibault 
said they will 
sometimes 
hire people 
who have 
just graduated high school, 
but right now the employees’ 
ages are from about twenty 
years old to seventy years 

old. He also said he wants 
dedicated workers that will 
stay with the company for a 

long time. 

We learned 
about how 
many peo-
ple and how 
much work 
goes into 
making just 
one game, 
along with 
much more 
that we 

would have never known 
about gaming companies. 

Thank you Mr. Thibault. 

Meaghan Miner sculpts a figure 
out of Play-Doh as part of the 
school’s Fun Friday “decathlon.” 

Caleb Flores at Fun Friday’s 
bowling activity. 



The faculty have many events 
and activities planned for the 
spring months.  On February 
27, faculty and students will 
celebrate the end of the sec-
ond quarter with another 
Kobe Teppan & Sushi 
luncheon .   

On March 27, the school will 
gather in celebration of honor 
and good citizenship at York-
town Education’s first annual 
Honor Code Assembly .  The 
assembly will be followed by a 
punch and hors d’oeuvres 
social.  We strongly encour-

age all parents to attend.   

In April, faculty and students 
will travel to the Dallas Mu-
seum of Art for the world-
renowned King Tut Exhibit .  
Students will prepare for the 
field trip with group research 
projects and presentations. 

Please be on the lookout for 
details on each of these ac-
tivities, coming soon. 

Also in March and April, fac-
ulty will begin talking with 
students about forming clubs 
and other student associa-

tions .  The Investment Club, 
which participates in the 
“Stock Market Game,” is one 
such association.  We are 
also researching the estab-
lishment of an Honor Council  
and honor society .  York-
town believes that clubs are 
an important part of any stu-
dent’s educational process, 
building leadership, team-
work, and responsibility.  Stu-
dent-run clubs also give stu-
dents ownership of their edu-
cational experience.    
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Yorktown school started on September 2! 

The temporary “school house” is in the Bank of 
America Tower, on the northeast corner of Park 
Boulevard and Highway 75 in Plano. 

Our company offices are on the sixth floor and the 
first learning sessions are in the conference suite 
on the first floor.  The recreation center is also 
there. 
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Bank of America Tower 
101 East Park Boulevard 
Suite 600 
Plano, Texas 75074 

Phone: (972)516-3851 
E-mail: info@yorktowned.com 
Website: www.yorktowned.com 

Educating students for the 
twenty-first century. 
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These kids think they can do what we do.  Sean Bold 

Genius working.  Caleb Flores Valentine’s Day Maze.  Todd Buri 

Liberals 4 Geithner.  Blane Asrat 


